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Are you wondering what the change from DUNS to UEI 
means for you in SAM.gov?

Select the box below that best describes what you do in SAM.gov. 

I manage an entity. I search and view 
data about entities.

I enter data about 
award notices or 

exclusions (federal 
users only).

This resource can help you know how you are affected by the change from DUNS to UEI in SAM.gov, specifically.  Once  you 
understand how you’re affected, you may have more questions not addressed in this resource. Please go to fsd.gov to search for 
more answers, tips, and help articles about the change to UEI in SAM.gov. For more general inquiries about using UEI in systems 

other than SAM.gov, please watch for guidance from the agencies you work with. 

I use contract data 
reports

https://www.fsd.gov/
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Congrats! You 
already have an 
assigned UEI. 

I manage an entity.

Are you a registered 
entity in SAM.gov?

TIP: To view your UEI follow these steps <link to article>. 

Next Steps: Follow the 
guidelines of the agencies 
you work with regarding 
when to begin using your 
UEI in contract proposals. 

Are you an entity that only 
uses a DUNS number for 
subaward reporting?

Next Steps: Since you are a sub-awardee 
only, you do not need to register in 
SAM.gov (this policy has not changed). 
You do need to make a UEI-Only request in 
SAM.gov beginning in October 2021. 

You will need to get a 
SAM.gov-generated UEI before 
the April 4, 2022 transition.

Have you already planned 
to register an entity in 
SAM.gov?

Next Steps: Learn how to 
register in SAM.gov, and then 
complete your registration. 
When you register, you will 
automatically be assigned a UEI.

TIP: You can re-evaluate your need for UEI as your needs change.

Until April 4, 2022, you need to have a 
DUNS number before you register in 
SAM.gov (same as now). Do you have 
a DUNS number yet?

Request your DUNS number 
from Dun & Bradstreet if you 
plan to register your entity 
before April 4, 2022. 

TIP: To view your UEI follow 
these steps.

Friendly reminder: You might not need a full SAM.gov registration to 
obtain a UEI.  Follow the tree to see how your entity is affected. 

Click here to go back 
to the beginning

https://www.fsd.gov/gsafsd_sp?id=gsafsd_kb_articles&sys_id=9b6209801b4138905465eaccac4bcb72
https://www.fsd.gov/gsafsd_sp?id=gsafsd_kb_articles&sys_id=9b6209801b4138905465eaccac4bcb72
https://fedgov.dnb.com/webform/CCRSearch.do?val=1
https://www.fsd.gov/gsafsd_sp?id=gsafsd_kb_articles&sys_id=a05adbae1b59f8982fe5ed7ae54bcbba
https://www.fsd.gov/gsafsd_sp?id=gsafsd_kb_articles&sys_id=a05adbae1b59f8982fe5ed7ae54bcbba
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I search and view 
data about entities.

TIP: To view your UEI follow these steps <link to article>. TIP: You can re-evaluate your need for UEI as your needs change.

Do you use the DUNS 
number to search for 
entities in SAM.gov?

Next Steps: You can search for 
entities by UEI or DUNS now. 
After April 4, 2022, you can only 
search by the entity UEI; DUNS 
will not be available to search. 
In addition to UEI, you will be 
able to continue searching by 
other entity attributes, like 
name, CAGE code, 
socioeconomic status, location, 
etc.

Next Steps: If you do not 
currently use the DUNS to 
search and view entity 
data, there is no change for 
you. You can continue 
searching by other entity 
attributes, like name, CAGE 
code, socioeconomic 
status, location, etc. 

Click here to go back 
to the beginning
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I enter data about award notices or 
exclusions (federal users only).

If you are not a federal user, you do 
not enter data about entities outside 
of managing your own entity. Go to 
the option for “I manage an entity.”

Do you do data entry 
as a federal user of 
SAM.gov?

Do you post award 
notices?

If you enter data using the SAM.gov 
front end, you can find an entity's UEI 
now and include it in your award 
notice. If you enter data via a contract 
writing system, follow the guidance of 
that system administrator as to when 
to start using the Unique Entity ID 
(SAM).

Are you an exclusions 
official?

Continue to use the DUNS to create 
exclusions until April 4, 2022. You can 
use the UEI(DUNS) or UEI(SAM) to 
search for an entity.

If you don’t fit any of the roles on this 
page, the data entry you do does not 
use the UEI within SAM.gov. You do 
not need to do anything for this 
change.

Click here to go back 
to the beginning

You can find an entity’s UEI now and include 
it in your exclusion.

https://www.fsd.gov/gsafsd_sp?id=gsafsd_kb_articles&sys_id=f40c5f261bd9f8982fe5ed7ae54bcb4a
https://www.fsd.gov/gsafsd_sp?id=gsafsd_kb_articles&sys_id=f40c5f261bd9f8982fe5ed7ae54bcb4a
https://www.fsd.gov/gsafsd_sp?id=gsafsd_kb_articles&sys_id=f40c5f261bd9f8982fe5ed7ae54bcb4a
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I use contract data 
reports.

TIP: To view your UEI follow these steps <link to article>. TIP: You can re-evaluate your need for UEI as your needs change.

Do you use the DUNS 
number to filter ad 
hoc reports in 
SAM.gov?

Next Steps: You can filter ad hoc 
reports now using either the 
Unique Entity ID (SAM) or the 
DUNS number. After April 4, 2022, 
you can only filter on the UEI. The 
DUNS number will not be available 
in any IAE systems after April 4, 
2022.  

Next Steps: There is no 
change for you. You can 
continue to filter reports by 
other entity attributes, like 
name, CAGE code, 
socioeconomic status, 
location, etc. 

TIP: If you use API, the field for DUNS will remain, but will return blank when run, and will 
not receive information with uploads.   

Click here to go back 
to the beginning


